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too many restrictions on trade both in importing and exporting
countries. It is hoped that the .... International Trade
Conference in Geneva will bring about the stabilization of trade
and relaxation of trade restrictions."
THE POST-REHABILITATION OUTLOOK
At the present rate, it will probably take at least until I(^50
to restore Burma's export economy to its prewar level, and this
estimate may prove much too optimistic in case there is con-
tinued civil unrest During1 that period, unless substantial loans
from the International Bank or other non-British sources be-
come available, it seems likely that Burma's rehabilitation will
be linked to Great Britain's own rehabilitation, and to the
ability of the latter country to supply the necessary machinery,
rolling stock, and capital to do the job.
Looking" beyond the period of rehabilitation, present po-
litical trends indicate that Burma will be self-yoverninjf, and
will choose to avoid such extremely close ties with British Em-
pire countries as characterized the prewar economic situation,
Imports will probably come principally from India, the United
Kingdom, Ceylon, and Malaya, for geographic and historic
reasons, but it \vill be surprising if those countries IKIVC the
near-monopoly of Burmese imports winch they formerly en-
joyed.
There is a distinct possibility that nationalism may lead to
strenuous efforts to manufacture locally SOUK: textiles, bicycle
tires, canned goods, and numerous other commodities formerly
imported. Burma does not have the raw materials for a com-
plete manufacturing program, however, and even if it did, ex-
perience in other developing- countries has rather consistently
shown that as fast as one import ceases because of the <lc\felop-
ment of domestic industry, other imports start or arc: expanded.
The more developed and industralixed countries have the most
imports per capita- Hence it may he expected that Burma's
market will absorb an increasing quantity and variety of imports
in the post-rehabilitation period, provided world political and
economic conditions are at all favorable to international trade.